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As part of China's 2008 Olympic welcome to visitors Xiaomina Press, presents this book about
the last emperor of China. This book is essential reading for all visitors to China The Author Sir
Reginald Fleming Johnston was a Scottish diplomat and the tutor of Puyi, the last emperor of
China. Johnston was eye witness Chinese events in the crucial years of the 1920s and 1930s.
Johnston was the only foreigner in history to be allowed inside the inner court of the Qing
Dynasty. The author carried high imperial titles and lived in both the Forbidden City and the New
Summer Palace. In 1934, Johnston looked for a residence in Scotland to retire to. He found a
house on Eilean Righ, a small island in Loch Craignish, some 9 miles (15 km) NW of
Lochgilphead. He moved there with his enormous library, which included a Chinese
Encylopaedia in 1734 volumes and a complete collection of Buddhist scriptures in 1500
volumes. Twilight in the Forbidden City is very much a history of an entire period and not an
exclusive portrait of the last Emperor of China. Twilight in the Forbidden City is prefaced by the
Emperor Hsüan-T'ung himself in the year 1931 Chosen by Dowager Empress Cixi while on her
deathbed, Puyi ascended the throne at age 2 years 10 months in December 1908 following his
uncle's death on November 14. Puyi's introduction to emperorship began when palace officials
arrived at his family household to take him. Puyi screamed and resisted as the officials ordered
the eunuchs to pick him up. His wet-nurse, Wen-Chao Wang, was the only one who could
console him, and therefore accompanied Puyi to the Forbidden City. Puyi would not see his real
mother again for six years. Puyi's upbringing was hardly conducive to the raising of a healthy,
well-balanced child. Overnight, he was treated as a god and unable to behave as a child. The
adults in his life, save his wet-nurse Mrs. Wang, were all strangers, remote, distant, and unable
to discipline him. Wherever he went, grown men would kneel to the floor in a ritual kow-tow,
averting their eyes until he passed.

“Jack Nicholson actually brought the book to my attention. Since neither of us are inclined to
read books talking about ourselves—or for that matter about the movie world—I was surprised
with this one. Peter Mills began as a musician, so his appreciation of The Monkees both as
phenomenon and critic is well-founded. The Monkee history is astonishing. As for Head, no-one
has so thoughtfully elaborated on its meaning. The movie is elusive. But not to him or anyone
who reads the book. And that includes me.” Bob Rafelson, creator of The Monkees and director
of Head“I was such a Monkees fan but I had to fight for the privilege, sometimes against the
snobbery of those who would say things like, ‘But they don’t write all their own songs.’ But, I’d
reply, neither did my other faves, The Beatles, Stones, and Kinks, when they started out. ‘But
they don’t play on their own records,’ they’d whine. But neither did my other favourite American
band, The Beach Boys, I’d respond. They even shared many of the same musicians. The



Monkees are right up there for me. Can you imagine how I felt when I was asked to write a song
or two for their 50th year? I came over all Randy Scouse Git.” Andy Partridge, XTC“For a great
band to be truly great, they must define an epoch, or at least an aspect of an era. The Monkees
did it with Head. Its complete commercial failure set against its artistic aspirations and
achievements was the perfect ending for the ultimate manufactured band.” Bill Drummond, The
KLF, from his essay ‘Here We Come’, included in this bookAbout the AuthorPeter Mills is the
author of several books, including works on Van Morrison and Samuel Beckett. He was singer
and lyricist for Innocents Abroad, who made two albums, Quaker City and Eleven. A fan of The
Monkees since his childhood, he began using the band and Head in his teaching as soon as he
could. He is currently Senior Lecturer in Media and Popular Culture at Leeds Beckett University.
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Bruce, “Twilight in the Forbidden city. It was an interesting, good book.”

Book_lover, “Superb Book from a great Chinese Scholar!. Johnston's book Twilight in the
Forbidden City (1934) describes his experiences in Beijing and was used as a source for
Bernardo Bertolucci's film dramatisation of Puyi's life The Last Emperor. He was portrayed by
Peter O'Toole in the film.This book describes the last of the Manchu Dynasty whose power had
been crumbling for nearly a hundred years due to foreign wars and internal revolts and China lay
helpless at the feet of foreign powers.Today with rapid its economic leaps forwards and a place
in the UN Security Council and its huge powerhouse of an economy - China is on its feet again.
The days of the Manchu's are a distant memory and the army of courtiers and eunuchs that you
that serve the emperors of the middle kingdom are long forgotten.The book is fascinating as it
takes on back to a bygone age and culture. However everyone needs to read this book to
understand the China that was. Only from its past can one understand the China today in its
true historical perspective.The book is great if you are of Chinese heritage or if you are just
thinking of visiting china or just interested in history of this ancient land and its people.”

El Parón, “Par capirghine de pì sull'ultimo imperador de la Cina. Me se gà verto un mondo, de
questo livro se ne ghin parla anca nel film de Bertoluci, el Johnston el zera una cima el gà inparà
el cinese così ben che podeva racontar barzelete anca ai cinesi”

The book by Reginald Fleming Johnston has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 20 people have provided
feedback.
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